New virus alert {#cesec10}
===============

The UK\'s Health Protection Agency (HPA) has [confirmed](http://www.hpa.org.uk/NewsCentre/NationalPressReleases/2012PressReleases/120923acuterespiratoryillnessidentified/) that a patient receiving intensive care for a severe respiratory illness in London is infected with a new coronavirus. The virus has only been reported in one other patient, who died of the illness in Saudi Arabia in the past few months. The HPA is compiling advice and information for international dissemination.

Ebola epidemic {#cesec20}
==============

An outbreak of Ebola haemorrhagic fever in the Democratic Republic of the Congo has killed 31 people and risks spreading to nearby major towns if not tackled urgently, according to WHO. Meanwhile, the US Food and Drug Administration has granted fast-track status to two experimental drugs for the treatment of Ebola and Marburg viruses.

Asbestos asbo {#cesec30}
=============

Canada is to stop exporting chrysotile asbestos after plans to reopen the country\'s last mine in Asbestos, QC, were abandoned by local authorities. The insulating building material, already banned in the European Union, is in high demand in developing countries but causes serious lung damage and cancer with long-term exposure.

Latin life {#cesec40}
==========

Average life expectancy at birth in Latin America and the Caribbean rose from 29 years in 1900 to 74 years in 2010, but inequalities persist, according to the 2012 [*Health in the Americas*](http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/LTC/index.html) report from the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO). Meanwhile, Carissa Etienne has been elected as PAHO\'s new Director. She will succeed Mirta Roses Periago on Feb 1, 2013.
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HIV discrimination {#cesec50}
==================

The American Civil Liberties Union has sued the state of Alabama for discriminatory practices in the state\'s prison system. According to court documents, HIV-positive inmates are being segregated from the rest of the prison population and are prevented from entering rehabilitation programmes. The state claims that segregation is necessary to prevent risk of infection.
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Hepatitis E outbreak {#cesec60}
====================

The UN has reported an outbreak of hepatitis E in three refugee camps in South Sudan. There have been 23 cases across the camps, and 16 deaths, five of which were in pregnant women. The Government of South Sudan is working with the UN and WHO to improve sanitation in the camps to help stem the outbreak.

Tracker log {#cesec70}
===========

The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have released new [tools](http://www.worldrabiesday.org) and guidelines to help track health-care-associated infections in nursing homes and other long-term care settings. Up to 2·8 million patients living in such facilities can be affected annually. Lead author Nimalie Stone said: "Tracking infections within facilities is the first step toward prevention and ultimately saves lives."

Cancer in Iran {#cesec80}
==============

Cancer-related diseases have reached alarming levels in Iran, according to the National Network for Health Policy. Nearly 90 000 cancer-affected people have been registered this year, whereas 3 years ago the figure was 70 000. Abdulali Fazlalizadeh, head of Iran\'s Cancer Treating Association, said that most cancers are being diagnosed late.

Dense diagnosis {#cesec90}
===============

The US Food and Drug Administration has approved the first automated breast ultrasound system for scanning dense breast tissue. Fibroglandular tissue makes the identification of small tumours difficult with standard mammography. An estimated 40% of women have dense breasts and are thus at higher risk of late identification of breast cancer.

Cervical cancer screening {#cesec100}
=========================

The Chinese Government has announced that a programme providing free screening for cervical and breast cancer to rural women will be extended for another 3 years. The programme, which started in 2009, has offered free cervical cancer tests to 11·7 million women in 200 counties; 2012 will see 10 million such offers.

Overdue bill {#cesec110}
============

On Sept 14, UK Members of Parliament voted in favour of the Mental Health (Discrimination) Bill, which aims to scrap laws restricting the rights of people with mental health problems. Sue Bailey, President of the Royal College of Psychiatrists, commented: "I hope it will soon enter the statute book and eradicate one of the last bastions of legalised discrimination".

Rabies awareness {#cesec120}
================

On Sept 28, [World Rabies Day](http://new.paho.org/saludenlasamericas/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=9&Itemid=14&lang=en) events around the world will be raising awareness of the effect of rabies, how preventable it is, and how to eliminate the main sources. Since the first World Rabies Day in 2007, events have educated 182 million people and vaccinated 7·7 million dogs. Rabies kills more than 55 000 people every year.

For ***The Lancet* News podcast** see <http://www.thelancet.com/lancet-news-audio-2012/>
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